
      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Campbell Chronicles 

We extend our warmest wishes for a 

blessed 2008 and hope that you 

enjoyed a happy and healthy holiday 

season.  As another new year begins, I 

find myself reflecting on this past year, 

and all that it has held for us. 

2007 has definitely been a year of big 

changes.  For one thing, we once 

again have a new address!  This is now 

the fourth New Year in a row that has 

found us at a different address.  It is 

wearying when I stop to think about 

how much moving around we have 

done in the past few years. 

Last January found us still living in 

Portland, in Rusty‟s mom‟s house, 

sorting through her things and taking 

care of the details of her estate.  It was 

a long process, but as we began to 

wrap things up, our thoughts began to 

turn toward the future and our “next 

step.”  After months of considering 

many different options, we made the 

decision to return to Memphis, TN so 

Rusty could complete the Master‟s 

degree he started in 2002. 

In June, we moved out of the house 

and had an estate sale.  In July, not 

quite a year after we first arrived in 

2007 – The Year in Review 
 Portland, we began a long and rather 

round-about trek across North America.    

We traveled through Montana and 

Canada, stopping to visit friends and 

relatives along the way, spent a week in 

Michigan with my family, and finally 

arrived at our new home in Memphis at 

the beginning of August. 

The last five months have been 

incredibly busy for us.  Of course, there 

was all of the unpacking and organizing 

that comes with settling into a new 

place.  In addition to all that, Rusty has 

been working at Starbucks, trying to 

keep up with his classes at Harding 

Graduate School, and being a part-time 

stay-at-home dad.  I took a job at 

Freed-Hardeman University as the 

secretary in the Memphis Graduate 

Education Office, so I have joined the 

ranks of “working moms” for now. 

We have also done quite a bit of 

traveling in the last few months.  We 

attended the World Mission Workshop at 

Oklahoma Christian University in 

October, went camping in eastern 

Arkansas in November, and spent the 

holidays with my family in Michigan. 

We are looking forward to a great 2008. 

The Lord bless you 

and keep you; 

The Lord make his face 

shine upon you 

and be gracious to you; 

The Lord turn his face 

toward you 

and give you peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 

Alex – 1 year old 

 

Please update your 

address books! 
 

1000 Cherry Road 

Memphis, TN 38117 

901-685-5052 (home) 

503-421-9537 (cell) 

rustyandlaura@yahoo.com 

 

Check out our blog! 
 

www.rustyandlaura.blogspot.com 

 

 

 

 

January, 2008 

 

 

Rusty, Laura, and Alex 
Christmas, 2007 

mailto:rustyandlaura@yahoo.com
http://www.rustyandlaura.blogspot.com/


      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rusty will have completed his degree 

requirements by December „08, with 

graduation the following May.  So, 

where is this family of global nomads 

headed next?  Well, for the past several 

months, we have been in prayerful 

discussion with a group of people who 

are forming a team for mission work in 

Angola. 

If you don‟t know much about Angola, 

don‟t worry -- we didn't either! Not 

many people do. That's because, for 

the last 40+ years (longer than we have 

been alive!), Angola has been 

embroiled in civil war. However, peace 

has finally come to this African nation 

Future Plans to Include… Angola? 

The Latest on Alex 

For more information 

about Angola, and 

the team that is 

forming for work 

there, please visit: 

www.angolateam.org 

You may also contact 

us at the address on 

the front page for an 

informational packet. 

 

 

that is twice the size of Texas, and as 

history has shown us, often the years of 

highest receptivity to the gospel are 

the initial years of peace following a 

long conflict.  The Churches of Christ 

have no presence in Angola, so this will 

definitely be a pioneering mission 

effort. 

We have committed to going on a 

survey trip with the team this coming 

summer and will soon begin the 

arduous process of fundraising for that 

as well as seeking long-term support.  

Please keep that process in your 

prayers. 

 

 

The Angola Team 
Rusty and Laura Campbell 

Nathan Holland 
Robert and Teague Meyer 
Danny and Katie Reese 

Jordan Yarborough 
 

January, 2008 

 

Alex will be two years old in February.  

Where does the time go?  It has been 

such a joy being his parents, and we 

love watching him learn and grow. 

He seems to have adjusted well to me 

being away from home more.  

Actually, truth be told, that whole 

transition has probably been harder on 

Rusty and me than on Alex!  He has a 

baby-sitter who comes to the house 

two mornings a week so Rusty can go 

to class and have some library time.  

This semester, we are also going to start 

putting him in a Parents‟ Day Out 

program one day a week.  He is such a 

social little guy, and I think the 

interaction with other children will be 

very good for him. 

Alex suffered his first major childhood 

injury just before Thanksgiving – he 

broke his left arm just above the 

elbow.  The break required surgery, 

two pins, and a cast that he wore for 

three weeks.  Definitely not my idea of 

fun, but at least he had the cast off in 

time for Christmas. 

Some of his favorite things right now 

include cars, trucks, planes and trains.  

He absolutely adores the Disney/Pixar 

movie “Cars.”  When the weather is 

nice, he enjoys playing outside with 

his little friends who live here on 

campus.  He is talking a lot more and 

learning new words every day.  He 

has also started to learn his numbers 

and his ABC‟s. 

http://www.angolateam.org/

